
Once the search is complete, a summary table of the matching available material will 
appear. Click on the SEARCHBreast ID to find more information about a model.  

Search all of our models with a quick word search 
 

Or enter more details in the table and click submit. 
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Sharing Experimental Animal Resources;  Coordinating Holdings in Breast Cancer 

What is SEARCHBreast? 

A collaboration across 4 centres: 

Reduction      Replacement      Refinement 

There is growing support amongst researchers, government, and 
the general community to consider the Replacement, Refinement, 
and Reduction (3Rs) of animals in research when designing or 
embarking on any in vivo experimentation. 

•  Connect breast cancer researchers by building a dynamic network 

• Encourage sharing animal resources, knowledge, and ideas through the network and a 
dedicated website and database 

•  Discover more about breast cancer biology, increasing the quality of research 

The SEARCHBreast initiative will:  

In cases where excess material has been archived, sharing these 
models to other researchers (hence preventing new models being 
created), will lead to fewer animals being used. SEARCHBreast has 
facilitated this process by bringing these materials to the public 
domain via a dedicated website and a virtual searchable database. 

https://searchbreast.org 
 

Deposit  
Models 

SEARCHBreast is a virtual resource, the material stays with the 
contributor. Deposit forms are comprehensive yet easy to populate.  

Search for 
models 

You don’t have to contribute models to request them, 
SEARCHBreast is for those who already use in vivo models and 
those who wish to do so. When searching for models to use for 
your research, general or detailed search terms can be entered, 
depending on your requirements. 

Summary of search results 

We are here to help! 

 
 
 
 

help@searchbreast.org 
 

Connect 

Members  can request more information about models of interest 
by sending SEARCHBreast an email. SEARCHBreast will then alert the 
owner of the material of the request who will then contact the 
contributor. SEARCHBreast to be acknowledged for any 
collaborations formed in any future publications. 

Can’t find a model? 

SEARCHBreast is connecting breast cancer researchers with 
expertise spanning in vivo, in vitro and in silico models of 
breast cancer. This multilateral approach will enable a 
greater understanding of breast cancer biology whilst 
providing opportunities for new collaborations. 
 
SEARCHBreast members have access to the database,  and 
are invited to events, workshops, and more!  

 

SEARCHBreast is addressing the 3Rs in breast cancer research 

Contributors can enter as much information as 
they like and edit their models at any time. 

 

Reducing animals by sharing archived material 

Replacing animals by using humanised breast cancer tissue 
SEARCHBreast is committed to promoting the use of 
humanised breast tissue models as replacement 
alternatives to animal experiments. SEARCHBreast held a 
workshop entitled ‘3D modelling of breast cancer’ where 
many of the perceived barriers in working with human 
tissue were addressed. These included sources of where to 
obtain, and  practical advice and guidance for handling 
human tissue. 

Cutting-edge applications on what can be 
achieved using human tissue were also 
showcased to inspire the many early career 
researchers at this meeting for use in their 
future research. 

Join SEARCHBreast today! 

https://searchbreast.org 
 

The website also provides on-line resources that promote emerging refinement 
technologies. SEARCHBreast encourage all members to share ideas on how 
improvements to animal welfare could be achieved.  

SEARCHBreast also encourage sharing experimental expertise, potentially helping to 
reduce experimental redundancy, prioritising new relevant research.  

Refinement of animal research 


